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PREMIFR CASTRO AND THE ANTI-HIJACKING PACT 

ANNCR: VOA NEMS AHALYST ROMALD JU. DUNLAVEY DISCUSSES PREMITR 
CASTRO'S THREAT TO CANCEL THe AHTI-HTUJACKING AGREENENT RETUEET: 
THE “IETED STATES AND CUBA: 
VOICK: Of THE SIXTH OF OCTOBER, A CUBAH AIRLIiiER EXPLODED AND 
CRASHED INTO Tit SEA OFF BARBADOS. SEVENTY-THREE PERSONS WERE 
KILLED. AWD AT A HENMORIAL SERVICE FOR THE VICTIHS LAST FRIDAY 
PREMIER CASTRO SLAMEA THE UNITES STATES FOR THE CRASH, SAYING 
IT WAS THE WORK OF THE CENTRAL INTELLIGE:'CZ AGENCY. HE ALSO 
INDICATED THAT “HEN THE CUBAH-AMERICAN ANTI-HIJACKING AGREEMENT 
COMES UP FOR RENEVAL HEXT APRIL, HE WILL ALLO'! IT TO LAPSE. 

THE REACTIO: FROM “ASHENGTON WAS STRONG ANO IMMEDIATE. 
BOTH SECRETARY OF STATT KISSIHGES AND OTHER SPOYESME:! 
CATEGORICALLY DENIED AMY WHITES STATES ROLE IN THE INCIDENT, 


DIRECT OR IMDIRECT., COPT) "nO OFFICIAL OF THE UNITED STATES 


GOVERMENT," SAID MR, KISST GR, ":C ONE PAID BY THE AMERICAN 


GOVERNMENT, WO ONE IW CONTACT “IT: THE AMERICAN GOVERHNENT™ 

HAD ASYTHIG TO DO WITH THE CRASH, CEND OPT.) AND---REFERRING 
TO THE THREAT TO CANCEL THE ANTI-HIJACKING AGREEMENT---HE ADDED: 
“UE MOULD REGRET AND DEPLORE THIS UNILATERAL ACTION SY THE 
CUBAN GOVERHMENT, AND T UEStt TO STATE THAT IF CUCGA DOES IN FACT 


CALL OFF THIS AGREEI! 


IT, CUSA VILL RE HELD STRICTLY 
ACCOUNTABLE FOR THE ENCOURAGEIIT:'T OF ANY HIJACKING OR ANY 
ACTIONS WHICH HAY RESULT FROt: FURTHER HIJACKINGS.” 

THE AIRLINE CRASH WAS, OF COURSE, A TRAGIC OCCURENCE; 
SAB30TAGE---POSSISLY SY ANTI-CA’ -20 CUBAN EXILES--- IS SUSPECTED, 
AND A STRONG REACTION IN HAVANA VAS PREDICTABLE. BUT MOST 
OBSERVERS FEEL THAT CANCELLATION OF THE ANTI-HIJACKING 


AGREEMENT WOULD BE A SERIOUS MISTAKE. THAT AGREEMENT IS VALUABLE 
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FOR SEVERAL REASONS, FOR ONE THING, IT STAHDS AS AN 
THTERHATIONAL EXAMPLE OF A SUCCESSFUL ANTI-TERRORIST 

AGREEMENT, AND FOR ANOTHER IT STANDS AS A TENTATIVE 2UT 

DEFINITE FIRST STEP TOWARD SETTER CUSAN-AMERICAT! RELATIONS. 
EFFOF¥S TO ESTABLISH NORHAL RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TYO COUNTRIFS 
HAVE BEEN SET RACK SINCE THE AI:TI-HIJACKING AGREENENT WAS 

SIGNED IN NINETEEN SEVENTY-THREE; THE CUBAN ADVENTURE IN 

ANGOLA AND THE CUBAN-INSPIRED CAMPAIGN TO HAKE AN INTERNATIONAL 
ISSUE OF PUERTO RICO HAVE NOT HELPED MATTERS ANY. NEVERTHELESS, 
THERE ARE MANY HO FECL THAT THE IMPROVEMENT OF RELATIONS BETWEEN 
WASHINGTON AND HAVANA IS DESIRACLE. COPT,) AND IN VIE'! OF THE 
SERIOUS ECONOHIC DIFFICULTIES WHICH CUBA NOW FACES--WHICH PREMIER 
CASTRO HIMSELF CONCEDED IN A MAJOR SPEECH LAST MONTH--~-IT WOULD 
SEEM THAT INCREASED DIRECT TPADE “IT: THE UNITED STATES IS 

ON OBVIOUS GOAL FOR HAVANA.CEND OPT.) 

IT 1S BEING MOTED HERE THAT PRE'NIFR CASTRO 1S ADHERING 
STRICTLY TO THE LEGAL TERS OF THE ANTI-“IJACKING AGREEMENT, 
WHICH CALLS FOR SIX MONTHS MOTIFICATIO™N BEFORE CANCELLING THE 
PACT. THOSE SIX MONTHS, IT IS SEING POTTED OUT, SELL 
PROVIDE TIME FOR A COOLER APPRISAL OF THE AIRLI:E CRASH AND 
OTHER SABOTAGE INCIDFIHITS, AND PERHAPS EVEN FOR A RROADER REVIEW 
OF CURAN-AMERICAN RELATIONS, IT YOULD CERTAINLY BE 
UNFORTUNATE=--AS SECRETARY KISSINGER POINTED OUT---IF THE 
ANTI-HIJACKING AGREEMENT VERE INDEED ALLOWED TO LAPSE. SUCH A 
DEVELOPHENT WOULD PROFIT NEITHER CUBA NOR THE UNITED STATES, 
ANO WOULD ONLY RESULT IN AH INCREASE OF TERRORISi AND 
SABOTAGE FROM WHICH BOTH COUH;. 2 S MOULO SUFFER. 
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